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SHARE - the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement
in Europe, is a research infrastructure for studying the
effects of health, social, economic and environmental
policies over the life-course of European citizens and
beyond. Since 2004, in biennial survey waves, people
aged 50 or older from 27 European countries and Israel
are interviewed. Overall, 480,000 interviews with appro-
ximately 140,000 individuals have been accomplished in
the survey Waves 1 to 8.

SHARE is the largest pan-European social science panel
study providing internationally comparable longitudinal
micro data which allows insights in the fields of public
health and socio-economic living conditions of European
individuals, both for scientists and policy makers. SHARE
has global impact since it not only covers all EU member
countries in a strictly harmonized way but additionally
is embedded in a network of sister studies all over the
world, from the Americas to Eastern Asia.

In 2020, the collection of new COVID-19 data was initia-
ted. SHARE is the ideal database to study the non-inten-
ded socio-economic and health consequences of the epi-
demiological containment decisions and the long-term
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic due to its life-course
and multidisciplinary approach combining health with
socio-economic data. The data offer the possibility to
measure and interpret differences in a cross-country and
a longitudinal dimension and are embedded in SHARE's
sister survey network.

Health & health behaviour, mental health, infec-
tions & healthcare, changes in work and economic
situation, social networks during the pandemic

e.g. current work activity, job characteristics, op-
portunities to work past retirement age, sources
and composition of current income, wealth and
consumption, housing, education

e.g. self-reported health, diagnosed health condi-
tions, physical and cognitive functioning, health
behaviour, use of health care facilities

e.g. depressive symptoms, well-being and life sa-
tisfaction, big five personality traits

e.g. grip strength, body-mass index, peak flow,
accelerometry-data

e.g. assistance within families, transfers of income
and assets, social networks, volunteer activities

e.g. marital status, children, housing, education
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CROSS-NATIONAL COMPARABILITY

The ex-ante harmonised cross-national design fol-
lows rigorous procedural guidelines and programs for
sampling, questionnaire design and data collection, so
that researchers are able to compare countries.

LONGITUDINAL DESIGN

The biennial panel design grasps the dynamic character
of the ageing process. Furthermore, life history informa-
tion (SHARELIFE) collected in Waves 3 and 7 links indi-
vidual micro data over the respondents’ entire life (early
childhood until now) with institutional macro data on
the welfare state.

INTERNATIONALITY

Even beyond the SHARE member countries, the data is
harmonized with the U.S. Health and Retirement Study
(HRS) and the English Longitudinal Study of Ageing
(ELSA) and has become a role model for several ageing
surveys worldwide.

MULTIDISCIPLINARITY
Delivers the full picture of the ageing process of e.g.
relations between economic, social and medical variables.

easySHARE is a simplified (HRS-adapted) dataset for
student training and for researchers with little experien-
ce in quantitative analyses of complex survey data.

SHARE-data linkage links SHARE survey data with ad-
ministrative records. Linked data is available in: Germa-
ny (SHARE-RV), Denmark (REGLINK-SHAREDK) and the
Netherlands (Linkage SHARE-NL).

The Job Episodes Panel is a ready-to-use long panel
that allows to identify the labour market status through-
out the respondent’s life.



